
Conspiracy myths and
fake news

Workshop



Who we are



European Commission April 2018 / Fake news 
and disinformation online, Seite 13

https://www.medienanstalt-nrw.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Ergebnisbericht_Fake_News.pdf, Seite 7 (aufgerufen am 16.10.2020)

Are in contact with fake news at 
least once per week

See fake news as a danger to democracy

Feel overwhelmed when having to identify fake news



Fake news

What are fake news?

https://cdn.pixaba
y.com/photo/2017/
09/08/03/51/corru
ption-
2727571_960_72
0.png



Conspiracy stories / myths

How do fake news differ from conspiracy
stories/ myths?

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/alien-reptiloide-portrait-politiker-560710/



Where do we encounter fake news?

Where do we encounter fake news?

https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2018/10/19/10/43/social-media-3758364_960_720.jpg



How do I recognize fake news?

How do I recognize fake news?

https://pixabay.com/de/ph
otos/buch-
l%C3%BCnette-lesen-
lesung-frau-841171/

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/49b6911bca55a1f
ec43a85fda0422dc2/ebc5a1a9b652/edit



https://correctiv.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Bildschirmfoto-
2020-03-02-um-18.16.22.png (aufgerufen 
am 02.10.2020)

http://archive.is/XFWqm (aufgerufen am 02.10.2020)



How do you react to fake news?

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/%C3%BCberrascht-
%C3%BCberraschung-schockiert-3079077/



Wie reagiert ihr auf Fake News?

Do not 
forward

question
Report admin

Counter 
arguments

verify

Point out to
others

Link fact
finder



Motives for the distribution of fake news

Motives for the distribution

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/7fcdb0aa035dfaa50cd3dfcbec09c36d/f243bc3496df/edit

For the participants:
menti.com

https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2019/08/06/17/03/com
ic-4388763_960_720.png



Motive für die Verbreitung

https://www.digitale-chancen.de/content/stories/index.cfm/key.3569/secid.137/secid2.0 



https://correctiv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CO2-Maske.jpg (aufgerufen am 02.10.2020)



https://www.mimikama.at/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Quarantaene-Massnahmen-bis-2025.png
(aufgerufen am 02.10.2020)



https://correctiv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/1_Christian-
Drosten.png (aufgerufen am 02.10.2020) https://www.journalistenwatch.com/2020/10/01/bunte-

intensivtaeter-mischung/ (aufgerufen am 02.10..2020)



Quelle prüfen: 

https://www.journalistenwatch.com/2020/10/01/bunte-intensivtaeter-mischung/ (aufgerufen am 02.10..2020)



Fakten 
prüfen!!

https://www.nyti
mes.com/2020/0
8/29/health/coro
navirus-
testing.html
(aufgerufen am 
05.10.2020)



Different perspectives

https://fakeittomakeit.de/











5 minute break

 5 Minuten Pause

https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2020/01/08/03/56/drin
k-coffee-4749247_960_720.jpg



Why do some believe in fake 
news/conspiracies



https://qlobal-change.blogspot.com/2020/09/x-22-report-vom-2392020-willkommen-in.html#more (aufgerufen am 02.10.2020)



How do I cope with people in my environment who
spread such falsehoods

Coping with people in my
environment , who spread
such falsehoods



https://qlobal-change.blogspot.com/search?q=adrenochrom (aufgerufen am 14.10.2020)



https://roempp.thieme.de/lexicon/RD-01-00836 (aufgerufen am 14.10.2020)

Inform yourself! Look it up in an encyclopedia! 
E.g. under:  https://roempp.thieme.de/lexicon/RD-01-00836 OR https://www.chemie.de



Examples for critical questions

What critical questions can
you ask?

https://pixabay.com/de/vectors/comic-figuren-kritisches-denken-2026313/



Concrete advice for a discussion

 Find a common basis

 try to understand the other person‘s basic
assumptions and their attitude

 be well-informed yourself / be able to assess your
own knowledge correctly

 Know your own objectives

 Sow doubts

 explain complex facts in a simple way

 point out alternative solutions for fears, doubts etc. 



Role play

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/street-entertainment-clown-k%C3%BCnstler-4213742/



Concrete advice for a discussion

Discussion

https://pixabay.com/de/vectors/menschen-reden-gestikulieren-4498458/



Questions? Criticism? Comments?

https://pixabay.com/de/illustrations/detektiv-
suche-mann-vergr%C3%B6%C3%9Fern-
1424831/



sources

 https://www.aerzteblatt.de/archiv/214357/Verschwoerungstheor
ien-Was-gegen-den-Irrglauben-hilft

 https://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/panorama/Was-tun-
wenn-Familie-und-Freunde-an-Verschwoerungen-glauben-
id57393861.html

 https://demokratiezentrum.rlp.de/fileadmin/demokratie-
leben/Publikationen/INFOrex-Nr1-Web.pdf

 https://dergoldenealuhut.de/wp-content/uploads/VTs-und-Fake-
News-widerlegen-2.-Auflage.pdf

 https://www.digitale-
chancen.de/content/stories/index.cfm/key.3569/secid.137/secid
2.0


